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whose maps and papers Columbus derived much informa- CHAP.
tion, and, in order to acquaint himself practically with
the method pursued by the Portuguese in navigating to Aplx
the coast of Guinea, he sailed several times in their ships 1487
as if he had been one of them. " It was not only," says
Ferdinao Columbus, "this opinion of certain philosophers,
that the greatest part of our globe is dry land, that
stimulated the admiral; he learned also, from many
pilots, experienced in the western voyages to the Azores,
and to the island of Madeira, facts and signs which con-
vinced him that there was an unknown land toward the
west/' Martin Vicente, pilot of the King of Portugal,
told him that, at a distance of 450 leagues from
Cape St. Vincent, he had taken from the water a
piece of wood sculptured very artistically, but not with
an iron instrument. This wood had been driven across
by the west wind, which made the sailors believe that
certainly there were, on that side, some islands not yet
Discovered. Pedro Correa, the brother-in-law of Colum-
bus, told him that near the island of Madeira he had
found a similar piece of sculptured wood, and coming
rom the same direction; he had also said that the King
of Portugal had received information of large canes having
been taken up from the water in those parts, which
between one knot and another would hold nine bottles of
wine. Herrerd states also that the King had preserved
these canes, and caused them to be shown to Columbus.
The colonists of the Azores related that when the wind
blew from the west, the sea threw .up, especially in the
islands of Graciosa and Fayal, pines of a foreign species.
Others related that, in the island of Flores, they found one
day, on the shore, two corpses of men, whose physiognomy
and features differed entirely from those of our coasts.
While Columbus* was at Lisbon, a correspondence was

* The particulars of the develop-     the late Mr. R. H. Major's Introdue-

raent by Christopher Columbus of Ms     tion to Select Letters from Columbus^

project for the discovery of a western     published by the Hakluyt Society,
route to India have been taken from